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BY COLLEEN HEILD
JOURNAL INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER

The state Supreme Court ordered 
the indefinite suspension of the law 
license of Albuquerque attorney 
Victor Marshall on Wednesday for 
accusations he made in challenging 
the impartiality of a former Court of 
Appeals judge in a major water rights 
case in 2009.

The justices delivered their ruling 
after hearing arguments from Mar-
shall, his attorney and from a lawyer 
for the state disciplinary counsel, 
Jane Gagne, who said Marshall’s alle-
gation about Judge James Wechsler 
“strikes at the heart of the integrity 
of the judiciary.”

“There’s absolutely no evidence 
in the record to support any of Mr. 
Marshall’s allegations against Judge 
Wechsler,” she added.

Gagne told the court that Mar-
shall’s indefinite suspension would 
be for at least one year, after which he 
could reapply for reinstatement of the 

New Mexico law license he has had 
since 1975. He also is required to com-
plete four hours of ethics training.

Marshall told the justices he had 
been on a “search for the truth” 
after hearing rumors at the state 
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State of the art choice
Santa Fe-based arts collective  

Meow Wolf has announced a new  
chief executive officer
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Lobos face tall order
Lack of height inside and 
outside surfaces in ugly  
UNM defeat at UNLV
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ROBERTO E. ROSALES/JOURNAL

A propane burner ignites, blasting hot air into a 
balloon envelope during the final morning mass 
ascension of the 2019 Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta.

ROBERTO E. ROSALES/JOURNAL

Washington Middle School students socialize as they walk to buses Wednesday  after APS officials announced 
a cyberattack that caused them to cancel classes Thursday and possibly Friday.

DEAN HANSON/JOURNAL

Attorney Victor Marshall, attending a 
meeting in 2012, had his law license 
indefinitely suspended Wednesday.

ExxonMobil to 
power next 3 
Balloon Fiestas

Documents: Dow 
failed to obey court 
order in ethics case
Copyright © 2022 Albuquerque Journal

BY DAN MCKAY
JOURNAL CAPITOL BUREAU

SANTA FE — An intense legal fight over the 
ethics investigation into state Rep. Rebecca Dow 
played out quietly in court last year, sealed from 
public view.

Dow, a Republican candidate for governor, vig-
orously fought subpoenas issued 
as part of the investigation into 
whether she properly disclosed 
income from a nonprofit group 
she founded, according to newly 
released documents.

For almost two months, in 
fact, she refused to sit for a court-
ordered deposition — a conflict 
that resulted in sanctions of $50 
a day, the records say.

Glimpses of the struggle are 
outlined in hundreds of pages 
of documents disclosed by the State Ethics Com-
mission, some in response to a Journal request for 
public records.

Other documents became public automatically 
on Friday after the commission’s general coun-
sel, Walker Boyd, found probable cause to support 
allegations that Dow had violated state laws on 

 See DOCUMENTS  >>  A2
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BY RICK NATHANSON
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

The next three Albuquerque International Bal-
loon Fiestas are going to be powered by ExxonMobil.

One of the world’s largest producers and refin-
ers of petroleum products has been named as the 
fiesta’s presenting sponsor, Paul Smith, the fiesta’s 
executive director, said Wednesday.

ExxonMobil has signed on as presenting sponsor 
through 2024, Smith said, adding that the compa-
ny had already been a major sponsor — “they just 
elevated their game.”

The company began flying balloons in the fiesta 
in 2019 under its subsidiary, XTO Energy, and again 
in 2021 under the ExxonMobil banner. It was also 
a sponsor of a VIP tent, the online production of 
Balloon Fiesta Live, and the video boards on Main 
Street, Smith said.

In addition to these sponsorships, he said, 
“they’re going to be in all of our advertising, and 
whenever we talk about the fiesta it will be the 
Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta powered 
by ExxonMobil.”

Smith declined to say how much ExxonMobil paid 
for the sponsorship. However, the last presenting 
sponsor, Canon U.S.A. Inc., in a lawsuit filed against 
the fiesta, sought the return of $250,000 after the 
2020 Balloon Fiesta was put on hiatus because of 
the COVID pandemic.

ExxonMobil’s New Mexico production manager, 

Petroleum giant will be named 
in all advertising for ABQ event

School’s out as cyberattack  
forces APS to cancel classes 

 See SCHOOL’S OUT  >>  A4
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BY OLIVIER UYTTEBROUCK  
AND JESSICA DYER
JOURNAL STAFF WRITERS

A cyberattack against Albu-
querque Public Schools prompt-
ed the state’s largest district to 
cancel all classes districtwide on 
Thursday and possibly Friday.

APS Superintendent Scott 
Elder said the attack was discov-
ered Wednesday morning “when 
teachers tried to log onto our 
student information system and 
were unable to gain access to the 
site.”

The district is working with 
authorities. A spokeswoman 
couldn’t say whether hackers 

had demanded money from APS.
The district’s information 

technology department had been 
“mitigating attacks over the last 
few weeks,” Elder said in a brief 
statement aired on the district’s 
YouTube channel.

“This is the first time we have 
dealt with this situation and we 
are doing everything to address 
it that we can,” he said.

Elder said all APS classes are 
canceled Thursday and possibly 
through Friday.

APS’ 31 charter schools “may 
be affected because there will 
not be food or transportation 
services” on Thursday, said APS 
spokeswoman Monica Armenta. 

She said charters must decide 
independently whether to hold 
classes Thursday and inform 
their families and staff.

Elder stressed that the closure 
of APS schools “is not in any way 
tied to the pandemic.” He said 
the situation is still developing.

“APS is working with local and 
national law enforcement as well 
as teams of cyber specialists to 
as quickly as possible limit our 
exposure to this attack, to pro-
tect all systems in our network 
and ensure a safe environment 
to return to school and business 
as usual,” Elder said.

Armenta said the attack 
affected the district’s student 
information system, which is 
used by teachers to track grades, 
absences and other student infor-
mation. The APS website states 

Superintendent says IT department 
has been fighting intrusions for weeks

Rep.  
Rebecca Dow

High court suspends ABQ lawyer 
for disputing  judge’s impartiality
Attorney’s statements struck 
‘at the heart of the integrity’   
of judiciary, state counsel says

 See LAWYER’S  >>  A4

X MARKS THE SPOT  
IN ALBUQUERQUE 

As many as 120 
hopefuls from across 
New Mexico are set 
to compete for the 
state indoor archery 
championship Jan. 22.

GO!  >>  B4

INFLATION SOARS 
TO 40-YEAR HIGH 
IN UNITED STATES
A spike in consumer prices and 
growing household expenses 
are wiping out wage gains 
and heaping pressure onto 
President Joe Biden.

BUSINESS  >>  A8

BRIGHT 
SPOT



about 
new mexico

about new mexico about albuquerque

• There are 1,635,573 adults in 
New Mexico.

• Bernalillo County is home to more than 
1/3 of the state’s population —  676,444 
residents.

• 50.5% are male, and 49.5% are female

• 81.9% of New Mexico’s population 
is white, 49.3% is Hispanic or Latino, 
11% is Native American, 2.6% is two 
or more races. African-Americans, 
Asians and Hawaiians/Pacific Islanders 
each comprise less than 2.6% of the 
population.

• 81.2% of households are married-couple 
families

• Over 27.3% of adults 25+ have a 
bachelor’s degree or higher

• The median household income 
is $49,754

• 67.7% of households are  
owner-occupied

• The median home value is $171,400.

• There are 914,480 residents in the 
Albuquerque metro area.

• 73.9% of Albuquerque’s population is 
white, 49.5% is Hispanic or Latino, 4.7% 
is Native American, 4.4% is two or more 
races. 3.3% is African-Americans, 2.9% 
is Asian.

• Over 33.2% of adults have a bachelor’s 
degree or higher.

• The median household income 
is $58,512

• The median home value is $206,000.

• There are 42,272 businesses in 
Albuquerque (2012 Census Data).

U.S. Census Quick Facts — 2020 U.S. Census Quick Facts — 2020

Population of
New Mexico#

2.117 
million

2020 Household spending (Goods, 
Services) in New Mexico

$74.276 
billion†

Monthly readership of Albuquerque 
Journal products, both print and digital‡

o v e r
1.2 million

Albuquerque Journal and its products 

reach the largest audience of any 

media company in the state of New 

Mexico, distributing products to 

over 89,000 households weekly and 

serving over 1.2 million unique visitors 

on abqjournal.com each month. 

‡ scarborough, albuquerque, nm 2021` 
release 2, september 2020 – september 2021 
+ google analytics data, 2021
# us census bureau, quick facts 2020
† fred economic data, federal reserve 
bank of st. louis



audited circulation‡

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Mon - Fri 
Average

Total Circulation 
for Journal and 
Affiliated 
Publications

70,490 51,664 51,749 51,811 69,828 57,502 54,508 56,613

Albuquerque 
Journal

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Mon - Fri 
Average

Albuquerque Journal 
print distribution 44,416 34,326 34,358 34,429 34,493 39,079 37,490 35,331

Albuquerque Journal 
Daily ePaper 15,090 15,720 15,737 15,707 16,041 15,825 15,733 15,808

Albuquerque Journal 
Digital 1,281 1,618 1,654 1,675 1,515 1,594 1,285 1,610

Community Papers Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Mon - Fri 
Average

Rio Rancho Observer 10,500

Valencia County  
News-Bulletin

10,500

El Defensor Chieftain 2,254

BERNALILLO
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SOCORRO
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print delivery 
and digital

ejournal, digital 
and mailed print 
only

‡ alliance for audited media, albuquerque journal audit report, april 2021 - september 2021



Audience Profile 
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Core-
Based 

Statistical 
Area ‡

Integrated  
Newspaper 
Audience ‡

Total 
Sunday Print 
Audience ^

Total 
Daily Print 
Audience *

Total 
eJournal

Audience #

Population 1,513,699 388,350 300,023 202,544 68,212

Male 49.10% 46.10% 49.80% 41.70% 47.20%

Female 50.90% 53.90% 50.20% 58.30% 52.80%

18 - 34 28.50% 27.20% 23.70% 23.20% 25.90%

35 - 49 23.20% 23.40% 26.50% 17.10% 15.40%

50 or older 48.40% 49.40% 49.70% 59.80% 59.60%

Average HHI $64,468.17 $71,898.44 $71,759.49 $71,248.49 $74,899.83 

Income 
100K+

16.10% 21.50% 19.70% 21.30% 21.60%

Blue Collar 21.40% 19.30% 25.90% 17.50% 6.40%

White Collar 32.20% 36.00% 31.20% 30.00% 39.80%

Married 49.20% 47.50% 48.20% 50.90% 60.50%

Have children 
under 18

49.90% 44.30% 42.50% 31.40% 35.40%

Some  
College

58.50% 64.90% 60.70% 66.60% 83.10%

White 46.10% 41.30% 40.00% 42.60% 44.40%

Hispanic 42.20% 45.30% 52.40% 46.30% 45.30%

Black/African-
American

1.80% 2.70% 2.20% 2.10% 1.80%

Asian 1.10% 2.80% 1.00% 1.60% 0.70%

Other 8.70% 7.90% 4.30% 7.40% 7.90%

‡ scarborough research, albuquerque, nm 2021 release 1, september 2020 – september 2021
* unduplicated readers, monday through friday  
^ unduplicated readers for the past 4 sundays
# unduplicated readers, monday through sunday

*core-based statistical area is a u.s. geographic area defined by the office of management and budget (omb) that consists of 
one or more counties (or equivalents) anchored by an urban center of at least 10,000 people plus adjacent counties that are 
socioeconomically tied to the urban center by commuting. the integrated newspaper audience is the portion of the population that 
has read the printed newspaper, visited a newspaper website — or did both – in the past week.
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Audience Profile & Demographics

‡ scarborough research, albuquerque, nm 2021 release 1, september 2020 – september 2021 & 2020 us census quickfacts. publication data is a weekly average audience over 6 months

Socorro 
County ‡

Average
Thursday 

Print 
Audience ‡

Population 16,595 4,107

Male 49.90% 63.30%

Female 50.10% 36.70%

18 - 34 24.00% 0.00%

35 - 49 11.00% 25.70%

50 or older 39.00% 69.60%

Average 
HHI

$42,083.00 $44,127.03 

Income 
$100K+

23.00% 17.40%

White Collar 61.00% 32.70%

Married 35.00% 10.10%

Have 
children 
under 18

22.80% 20.90%

Some 
College

22.00% 34.70%

White 33.50% 37.30%

Hispanic 49.80% 46.90%

Black/
African-
American

1.40% 0.00%

Asian 2.30% 0.00%

Other 13.00% 15.80%

Sandoval 
County ‡

Average
Sunday 

Print 
Audience ‡

Population 115,842 23,216

Male 50.70% 46.10%

Female 49.30% 53.90%

18 - 34 25.20% 4.00%

35 - 49 13.90% 7.50%

50 or older 55.60% 88.50%

Average 
HHI

$63,802.00 $66,857.56 

Income 
$100K+

19.60% 19.20%

White Collar 31.90% 19.10%

Married 53.50% 67.00%

Have 
children 
under 18

44.60% 48.40%

Some 
College

65.10% 62.40%

White 42.50% 67.00%

Hispanic 39.90% 31.40%

Black/
African-
American

2.70% 0.00%

Asian 1.70% 0.00%

Other 13.20% 1.60%

Valencia
County ‡

Average
Thursday 

Print 
Audience ‡

Population 76,205 41,359

Male 43.40% 30.20%

Female 56.60% 69.80%

18 - 34 41.00% 30.70%

35 - 49 8.50% 20.40%

50 or older 36.10% 48.70%

Average 
HHI

$54,070.07 $58,410.93 

Income 
$100K+

11.90% 9.20%

White Collar 20.40% 40.20%

Married 43.40% 49.10%

Have 
children 
under 18

64.70% 71.50%

Some 
College

18.50% 46.60%

White 31.90% 24.10%

Hispanic 61.10% 75.20%

Black/
African-
American

1.80% 0.20%

Asian 0.80% 0.00%

Other 4.40% 0.50%

w e e k l y  p u b l i c a t i o n s



albuquerque journal
p o r t f o l i o  o f  p r o d u c t s

PRINT PRODuCTS

Albuquerque Journal (Monday – Saturday)
The Sunday Journal

Journal Sections 
News (Daily) 
Metro & New Mexico (Daily) 
Sports (Daily) 
Classifieds (Daily) 
Education (Monday) 
Health (Tuesday) 
Food (Wednesday) 
Go! (Thursday) 
Fetch (Friday) 
Life in New Mexico (Sunday) 
For Your Home (Sunday)

Weekly Publications 
Business Outlook (Monday) 
Venue Plus (Friday) 
 
Special Sections 
See Special Sections supplements for 
more information.

• New Mexico’s largest newspaper, and Albuquerque’s only daily newspaper – publishes 7 days a week

• Albuquerque Journal was established in 1880.

• Award-winning journalism covering local, state, national and world news for New Mexico.

• New Mexico’s largest news and advertising operation

f i v e
o u t  o f
t e n

Adults in the Albuquerque metro 
area read our products each month‡

60,787
h o u s e h o l d s

52,749
h o u s e h o l d s

s u n d ay  c i r c u l at i o n d a i ly  av g  c i r c u l at i o n

Albuquerque Journal and its products are 
produced in Albuquerque, New Mexico 
and distributed throughout the state. The 
Journal is the largest outlet for print and 
digital media in New Mexico and prints 
products each day of the week, including 
community editions, tabloid sections 
and special supplements throughout the 
week and year. 

ABOuT THE JOuRNAl

‡ scarborough research, albuquerque, nm 2021 release 1, september 2020 – september 2021



po rtfolio of  products

abqjournal.com*

1,023,348 unique visitors

8,493,144 page views

2,051,066 visits

mobile: 62.5%

non-mobile: 37.5%

traffic by device type*

DIgITAl PRODuCTS

abqJournal.com 
   7.307 million average pageviews/month

abqJournal.com Sections 
Front Page, News, Sports,  
Classifieds, Obits

Tablet & Smartphone 
eJournal Digital Replica  
   (44,303 monthly unique users) 
eJournal Interstitial

abqjournal Social Media 
Facebook 
Twitter 
Instagram

Newsletters 
Breaking News (Daily, 15,866 subscribers) 
Business (Weekdays, 4,411 subscribers) 
North / Santa Fe (Tues - Sat, 3,770)  
Sports (Daily, 3,427) 
Obituaries (Daily, 3,104) 
Entertainment (Fridays, 3,233)

Additional Services 
Facebook Advertising 
Email Blasts

44,303 users

333,028 visits

3,399,531 pageviews

ePaper***

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

111,558

91,354

7,533

Social Media Followers**

Over 600,000 newsletters distributed monthly

15,866 subscribers / Daily & Breaking News

4,411 subscribers / Daily Business 

3,427 subscribers / Sports

3,770 subscribers / Journal North

3,175 subscribers / Obituaries

3,233 subscribers / Entertainment

Email Newsletters**

*google analytics average, october 2021

**site follower count, october 2021

***google analytics, october 2021

Albuquerque
Journal Digital

Site usage and 
statistics
Full access to abqjournal.com brings 
you breaking local news, sports and 
business from around Albuquerque and 
New Mexico. 

Our classifieds page offers hundreds 
of employment, merchandise, auto and 
other ads 24/7. 

Our email Newsletters offer daily 
and weekly stories for news, sports, 
business, obits, entertainment and 
headlines from Northern New Mexico. 

Finally, write a letter to the editor via our 
web form. 



Readership #: 130,970 Readership #: 130,970 Readership #: 44,850 Readership #: 35,650 Readership #: 5,750

abqjournal.com/venue
Monthly Pageviews: 

5,031

abqjournal.com/business
Monthly Pageviews: 

9,967

rrobserver.com
Monthly Pageviews: 

190,000

news-bulletin.com
Monthly Pageviews: 

118,564

dchieftain.com
Monthly Pageviews: 

46,651

Business Outlook
(Monday)

Rio Rancho
Observer (Sun)

Valencia County
News Bulletin (Th)

El Defensor
Chieftain (Th)

Friday brings you our 
local events, art, food 
and entertainment guide, 
Venue PLUS. Featuring 
local music and movie 
reviews, gallery openings, 
concerts, food and 
restaurant reviews, casino 
features and more

Monday brings you 
Business Outlook, 
with news on business 
openings, changes to 
business law and the 
status of New Mexico’s 
business community.

Rio Rancho Observer 
serves the community 
with local news and 
sports. The Observer 
has existed since 
1973 and served the 
community since the 
incorporation of Rio 
Rancho.

Valencia County 
News-Bulletin serves 
the area, including 
Belen, Los Lunas, and 
Bosque Farm, with 
local news, sports, 
opinions and events 
each Thursday. 

El Defensor Chieftain 
has served Socorro, 
Magdalena and 
surrounding areas 
since the 1800’s and 
is New Mexico’s 
oldest continually 
running weekly 
newspaper. 

Venue PLUS
(Friday)

weekly tabloid sections &
community papers

p o r t f o l i o  o f  p r o d u c t s



THuRSDAy JOuRNAl FRIDAy JOuRNAl

SuNDAy JOuRNAl

TuESDAy JOuRNAl

The Tuesday Health section 
provides information and articles on 
mental and physical well-being.

WEDNESDAy JOuRNAl

The Food section brings you recipes, food 
trends and cooking tips for the kitchen.

Go! gives you info on outdoor 
activities, gear reviews and the best 
NM destinations.

Find special features on pets and 
animals in Fetch.

feature sections
p o r t f o l i o  o f  p r o d u c t s

Sunday has something for everyone. Life in New Mexico brings you art, culture, travel and more. For Your Home brings you open 
homes and real estate across Albuquerque and New Mexico. Classifieds contain our weekly Employment section and our inserts 
include Sunday Coupons and Color Comics. Parade brings you entertainment news with articles on health, fitness and food.



contact us
William P. lang      Publisher/President

Rod Arnold
rarnold@abqpubco.com

     Chief Operations Officer
     Senior Vice President, APC 
      505.823.3702

Karen Moses
kmoses@abqjournal.com

     Editor
     Senior Vice President, JPC 
     505.823.3803

Racquel Barnes
rbarnes@abqpubco.com

     Chief Financial Officer
     Vice President
     505.823.7003

Wanda Moeller
wmoeller@abqjournal.com

     Vice President, Advertising 
     505.823.3310

Robert Rivera
rrivera@abqjournal.com

     Vice President, Circulation
     505.823.3101

Wayne Barnard
wbarnard@abqjournal.com

     Inside Sales Director 
     Classifieds, Employment, 
     Legals, Obituaries
     505.823.3301

Steve gall
sgall@abqpubco.com

     
     Executive Sales Director      
     Nationals & Majors
     505.823.3358

albuquerque publishing company

rio rancho community publishing

journal publishing company


